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All the gorse on 
Broomscot 
Common was 
getting very old.  
New growth was 
not happening 
because 
something was 
eating off all the 
new young 
shoots.   

The problem 



The gorse is important because birds can make safe nests among its 

dense spiky twigs and because lots of insects live in it.  

The insects are food for birds - especially linnets.  

In 2013 twelve pairs of linnets nested on the Common.  
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We examined the gorse 

shoots, the lichen and 

the very sandy soil which 

does not give plants many 

nutrients for fast growth.  



Who is doing the damage? 

Clue 1 



Clue 2 

Who is doing the damage? 


